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The Law,
“A light for my path”
Jacques B. Doukhan, D.H.L., Th.D.

T

he keeper of the Torah
has often been accused
of being a legalist without soul or without intelligence,
a disciple of a backward religion.
This charge is unfair. The law
as it is understood in Israel implies on the contrary a light that
helps the walk and promotes
progress. The Psalmist sings of
the law as “a lamp to my feet and
a light to my path” (Psalm
119:105, NKJV).
This lesson is contained in
the Hebrew word Torah, which
the ancient Midrash has related
t o t h e w o rd Or , m e a n i n g
“light.” It is an allusion to the
usage of wearing a light tied to
the sandals. The ray thus obtained shed light on the way

while it also drove serpents
away. The image of the poet
thereby translated the double
function of the law: to enlighten, to teach, and therefore
help to walk forward, but also
to protect and ensure the walk.
The prophet Isaiah brings up
the same association when he
says that if the people is without the law “there is no light in
them” (Isaiah 8:20, NKJV).
We understand then the Jewish resistance to the Christian
teaching. It is essentially because of the law that the JewishChristian separation took place.
Historians and theologians of
any side begin to recognize and
understand this dilemma. It is
therefore important that Chris-

tians and Jews renew their reflection on that matter.
From a Christian point of
view, Professor Badenas proposes an original and profound
reflection which sticks to New
Testament texts in order to rediscover the meaning in the
value of the law in the perspective of grace.
From a Jewish point of view,
Professor and Rabbi Milgrom reminds of the rich colors of the
Torah which is not beyond human grasp.
Other articles nurture the
thought in the same direction,
either underlining the bond between justice and love, or reminding Christians of the high
value of the law.
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